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EXPERIMENTAT AQUATIC WEED HARVESTING PROJECT :
3]

VERNON ARM OF OKANAGAN ILAKE 13

e

t

b

The Okanagan Basin Water Eoard hes arranged for and 4

en*eved into a ccniract for the harvesting of approx-
ely 35 acres of aguatic weeds in the Vern n Arm

01 Okanagal Lzke. In the event that harvesting i

cormplezed con ~he Vernon Arm of Cranagan Lake prior

%0 exgiration of the contract, harvesulng will con-

tinue ~on south ena of WOods Lake.
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The Aquatic wWeed Control Company of Olympia Washington
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has been rezained to undertake narveszing usin: an
aguarmarire zeriec [{~050 harvester. The project is
scheduled o start on July 15, 1972, and to ferminate s

approximately on July 31, 1972. Iquirment rental

costs will be shared by the Province of British
Columbia, the City ¢f Verron, the Okanagan Basin Water .
Board and the Regicnal District of North Okanzagan. i
The O“aﬁasan Ba31n Water Board is respensible for
adminisiering the vroject. A research rrogram will

he undertaken concurrently with harvesting.

iveness of aquatic weed narves

Mgty posar g

Iurgags: Tc evaluzte tne s=ffect rvest-
irg on tne control of acuatic weed gZrowth; and to make
cuserveti_ns on the extent, rate of growth, z2nd srowzh
churacterisTics of aguatic weeds with and without i
harvesting. o
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: ter Investigations brancn

ips No. 2 and 4 are larger and will be

ine areas indicated where public dizturbance

i Tt 11ots will he used for general
cogparisen O growsth rutes ool orowth
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Time
Studies:

Sampling

-~ Several randomly located one metre sSquare plots will
be establishad in cutover areas to measure rate of
growth, and to establish sten branching character-
istics after cutting.

- Underwater phctography will be used to document growth
characteristics and related biological reaction.

-~ Samples of cut weeds will be collected to determine
oven dry weights. -Oven d4ry weights will be used
to compute the total dry weight of aquatic vegetation
removed from the entire ares.

- Dry samples will be analyzed for nitrogen and phosphorous
content. Totzl nitrczen and phosphorous removed Irom
the area can be computed.
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- Three plois measuring 20'x 20' weré'£¥eated with the
chemical ureesbor on April 20, 1972. These will be ob-
served concurrently with the harvesting project.

— Time studies to determine the production capability \3 vk
of hervesting equipment will be undertaken.

. Observations 2s required by the above progran will be
made by the Zcology Diviaion. The Okanagan Basin Water IJoard
will 2sSsiss in maxing the necessary arrangements. Upservations
should start on July 15, 1972 and continue Wweekly until
September 15, 1972. ) )

Since the control of aquatic weeds by harvesting is a
relatively long . terzm zethod of control, taking several vears

+o otuerve effects, 1% is anticipated that the above bprogram

+ill have to be uncertaxen over a period of succes3ive yeers.

Submitted by,

W. Parchomchuk
June 21, 1972.
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